
What is the 40 Book Challenge?

Purpose

Do you remember when reading was fun? Or was reading something you only did because you had to?

The 40 Book Challenge is designed to put the joy back into independent reading. It is a vetted program

based on The Book Whisperer by Donalyn Miller. We all know that reading touches every aspect of learning

and the more we intentionally practice independent reading, the more successful we will be in all areas of

life. Reading is EVERYWHERE.

“You have to set goals that are almost out of reach. If you set a goal that is attainable without
much work or thought, you are stuck with something below your true talent and potential.”

- Steve Garvey

The 40 Book Challenge is just that – a personal CHALLENGE. The goal is to read 40 books this school year.

It is not a class grade. There will be no required book reports. Any reading done at school will count towards

their 40 book goal. Participating in this challenge at home is not mandatory (no nightly reading logs), but

highly encouraged. It is not meant to deflate student achievement or be a cause for anxiety or stress. It is

merely meant to encourage students, teachers, and families to embrace a culture of reading, to explore all

genres, and to push us beyond our comfort zones.

How does it work?

Based on their own interests, students will get to choose their own books. To encourage students to explore

all facets of literature, I am asking that each student read at least 1 book from every genre. They have been

given a genre tracker (see the back) to help them spot trends in the types of books they enjoy the most.

Weekly, I will check in with your student to discuss their current book. This will allow me to gauge their

comprehension, help with unknown concepts, and make suggestions for possible books they could read next.

Fun for the Family

Families are encouraged to celebrate reading at home. Setting aside even a small portion of family time each

night to devote time to talking about the texts your student is reading is a proven practice to foster growth.

Recommend books to your children that were special to you at his/her age. Better yet, read them together as

a family!  Discuss what you are reading. What happened in your book today? What was

something you really liked? What surprised you? Were you able to make a connection between

what you read to something else? What do you think will happen next? Were there words you

didn’t understand? To assist with these discussions, I am attaching a list of questions you can

ask!

Please email your teacher with any questions or concerns.



A Few Rules:

● Books need to be “good fit books” that aren’t too easy just to earn books on your

chart at a faster pace.

● You should read at least 1 book from every genre.

● Picture books may count towards your goal on the chart but need to be approved

by your teacher 1st in order to earn credit toward a text for the tracker.

● Any book over 200 pages counts as 2!

● Any chapter books we read as a class will count toward your goal!

Remember, this challenge is just that - A PERSONAL CHALLENGE

It isn’t counted as a grade! It is a way for you to explore different types of genres and help you become a lifelong reader!








